
                                                                                                                    

                

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
August 26, 2013  

 
Grand Opening of New Adolescent Treatment Program in Joplin 

Missouri. 
 
Joplin, MO –  
 
Opening ceremonies will commence for the Grand Opening of Preferred Family Healthcare’s new residential 
adolescent treatment program on Tuesday, August 27, 2013 at 11:30am.  The center is located at 5620 
West Wildwood Parkway, Joplin, Missouri 64804. 
 
Speakers will include:  
 

- Dr. Keith Shafer, Director of the Department of Mental Health 
- Representative Charlie Davis  (162 District) 
- Michael T. Schwend, President and CEO of Preferred Family Healthcare,  
- Rob O’Brian  Joplin Chamber of Commerce  President  - Ceremonial Ribbon Cutting 

 
Preferred Family Healthcare began construction in May of 2012 on the 21,000 square foot, approximately $4 
million dollar Center of Excellence serving adolescents and their families who have identified Substance 
Abuse issues in Joplin and Southwest Missouri.  
 
PFH was forced to shut down their adolescent residential substance abuse services, after the May 22nd 
tornado destroyed a group home as well as their facility at 20

th
 and Kansas.  In July of 2011, after 

discussions with the Department of Mental Health and the Governor’s office, PFH sold their new residential 
center that was slated to open within weeks, to St. John’s Mercy Hospital to assist in filling the gap of 
shortages of inpatient psychiatric beds.  
 
The new center once completed will be right next door, in the Wildwood Ranch Development, to the building 
sold to Mercy Healthcare in July 2011.  The program will offer residential services, as well as outpatient 
substance abuse programming to adolescents and their families.    
 
“Our vision for the Joplin center, is to better serve kids and families in need of substance abuse and 
behavioral health treatment, as well as being an important and positive component to  the Joplin Community.  
Preferred Family Healthcare is excited to open this new program to better serve the areas youth and families 
in need of counseling and treatment, commented Michael T. Schwend, President and CEO of Preferred 
Family Healthcare.” 
 
For any questions or further information regarding this press release – please contact Jim Wallis, Sr. Vice 
President of Development and Public Affairs at 314-322-5644 or jwallis@pfh.org  (word document of this 
release is available upon request) 
 

Preferred Family Healthcare - . is a comprehensive behavioral health non-profit organization 

established in 1979 providing substance abuse treatment/prevention and mental health 

services throughout Missouri and Kansas.  For more information visit our website at 

www.pfh.org 
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